Chancellor Rishi Sunak rules
out return of furlough and
winter lockdown restrictions

The Chancellor has ruled out a return of the furlough scheme —
and said the coronavirus vaccine rollout was the best
protection against imposing new lockdown restrictions.

Speaking on the Sunday morning media round ahead of announcing
his Autumn Budget on Wednesday, Mr Sunak said a return of the
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme was “not on the cards”,
adding the vaccine rollout was the “best line of defence
against having to move to put in place any restrictions”.

He told BBC One’s The Andrew Marr Show: “Well that’s not on
the cards because we don’t envisage having to impose
significant economic restrictions in the way that we had to
over the last year, and the reason for that is, although we’ve
always said the winter was going to be challenging, the big
change 1is the vaccine rollout which is our first line of
defence and the best way to protect us through the winter is
to get the booster campaign, making sure that that’s firing on
all cylinders, everyone gets their booster jab when they’re
asked.

READ MORE: Autumn Budget 2021 — Chancellor unveils £20bn
spending pledges into transport, health R&D and ‘skills
revolution’

“That’s the best line of defence against having to move to put
in place any restrictions.”

Rishi Sunak also said the Budget will be “about looking to the
future and building a stronger economy for the British
people”.
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Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak arrives at BBC
Broadcasting House ahead of his appearance on Sunday’s Andrew
Marr show

(Image: Aaron Chown/PA Wire)

He told the Andrew Marr Show: “That means strong investment in
public services, driving economic growth by investing 1in
infrastructure, innovation and skills, giving businesses
confidence, and then supporting working families.
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Email newsletters

BusinessLive is your home for business news from around the
North West- and you can stay in touch with all the latest news
from Greater Manchester, Liverpool City Region, Cheshire,
Lancashire and Cumbria through our email alerts.

You can sign up to receive daily morning news bulletins from
every region we cover and to weekly email bulletins covering
key economic sectors from manufacturing to technology and
enterprise. And we’ll send out breaking news alerts for any
stories we think you can’t miss.

Visit our email preference centre to sign up to all the latest
news from BusinessLive.

LinkedIn

For all the latest stories, views, polls and more — and the
news as 1t breaks — follow our BusinesslLive North West
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LinkedIn page here.

“Those are the ingredients of what makes a stronger Budget and
that’'s what we will deliver next week.”

Asked if there would be a return to austerity, the Chancellor
said: “As I said, one of the elements of building a stronger
economy is having strong public services and you will see that
next week.”
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