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A new agreement to build 5,000 houses across the region has
been signed.

West Midlands Combined Authority has created a partnership
with Birmingham-based regeneration group St Modwen which it is
already working with on a new mixed-use scheme in Longbridge.

The projects will focus on redeveloping disused industrial
land  over  the  next  decade  and  will  be  ‘low  energy’  in
operation,  reflecting  the  requirements  of  the  UK’s  Future
Homes Standard.

The partnership will go towards supporting the authority’s
target  of  delivering  215,000  new  homes  across  the  West
Midlands by 2031.

A minimum of 20 per cent of the new units will be classed as
‘affordable’ under the authority’s own definition linked to
local wages rather than property prices.
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Email newsletters

BusinessLive is your home for business news from across the
West  Midlands  including  Birmingham,  the  Black  Country,
Solihull, Coventry and Staffordshire.

Click through here to sign up for our daily email newsletter
and also view the broad range of other bulletins we offer
including weekly sector-specific updates.

We will also send out ‘Breaking News’ emails for any stories
which must be seen right away.

LinkedIn

For  all  the  latest  stories,  views  and  polls,  follow  our
BusinessLive West Midlands LinkedIn page here.

The  signing  of  the  memorandum  of  understanding  came  as  a
formal planning application was submitted by St Modwen for the
regeneration of the West Works site at the former MG Rover car
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plant in Longbridge.

The authority’s £6 million investment into the project will
help clean up the land to make it ready for redevelopment and
unlock a total of £300 million worth of investment at West
Works.

St Modwen’s planning application for 350 new homes on the site
has now been submitted to Birmingham City Council and is in
addition to a new Longbridge Business Park with up to 900,000
sq ft of commercial space which is expected to create up to
5,000 new jobs.

The scheme will also open around a mile of the River Rea to
the public for the first time, including a new walking and
cycling route linking west Longbridge to the town centre.
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The CoventryLive Business Awards are back for 2021 and now
open for entries here.

The event will be held at Coventry Building Society Arena on
October 14 and will celebrate achievement across a broad range
of categories including our overall Company of the Year.

The deadline to enter the awards is Friday August 20 and
sponsorship opportunities are also now available.

Please  email  richard.edwards@reachplc.com  for  details  and
follow  the  hashtag  #CovLiveBusinessAwards  for  updates  on
social media.

West Midlands Mayor Andy Street said: “By working with St
Modwen,  we’ve  managed  to  unlock  one  of  the  region’s  most
iconic brownfield sites, Longbridge’s West Works.

“I am therefore delighted we’ve signed this memorandum to
continue to work together on more schemes in the future as we
look to build more homes and create more jobs right across the
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West Midlands.

“At the heart of any work we do together will be brownfield
regeneration as we focus on breathing new life into former
derelict  industrial  sites  and  their  surrounding  areas,
protecting our precious greenbelt land in the process.

“The West Works site is the first example of this and I am
really pleased we’re pressing on with the future vision for
the site with the planning application submitted.”

St Modwen has been leading the £1 billion regeneration of the
former MG Rover factory sites in Longbridge for many years
which  has  seen  new  retail  and  office  space,  housing,  a
technology park and Bournville College built.
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Senior director Robert Flavell added: “St Modwen is very proud
to be able to sign up to this landmark agreement with the
combined authority which will help bring much-needed new homes
and jobs to areas throughout the West Midlands.

“The  regeneration  of  Longbridge  is  a  fine  example  of  how
partnership  working  can  bring  huge  economic,  social  and
environmental benefits.

“Our  plans  for  west  Longbridge  will  deliver  high-quality,
energy efficient and environmentally friendly new homes, new
commercial space which will bring investment and jobs to the
town and a range of green spaces for people to enjoy.

“We’re looking forward to working alongside the WMCA as part
of this agreement and believe it will act as a catalyst to
creating new communities which will be of benefit to those who
live in, work in and visit the region.”
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Work on eastern leg of HS2 stops
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