
Five Russian banks and three
wealthy  individuals  targeted
in UK sanctions on Russia
The UK is sanctioning five Russian banks and three wealthy
individuals, freezing their UK assets and banning travel to
Britain, Boris Johnson has announced.

The prime minister told the House of Commons it was the “first
tranche”  and  “first  barrage”  of  measures,  in  response  to
Russian troops moving into two separatist regions of Ukraine.

“We hold further sanctions at readiness to be deployed,” Mr
Johnson told MPs, as he warned of a “protracted crisis” un
Ukraine.

The PM addressed the Commons after chairing a meeting of the
government’s emergency COBRA committee at 6.30am this morning.

Mr Putin on Monday night recognised two breakaway areas of
eastern  Ukraine  as  independent  states  and  ordered  Russian
forces to carry out “peacekeeping” duties in the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions.

Advertisement
Mr Johnson warned that Russian President Vladimir Putin was
“bent on a full-scale invasion” of Ukraine.

The PM said Russia and Mr Putin had now “plainly” violated
Ukrainian sovereignty and “completely torn up international
law”.

Downing Street said the UK’s new sanctions against Russia were
part  of  a  “coordinated”  approach  to  the  Ukraine  crisis
together with the US and EU.

On Tuesday, Germany announced it had halted the approval of
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the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, which runs under the Baltic
Sea from Russia to Germany, in response to Mr Putin’s actions
over Ukraine.

The PM has frequently urged European economies to end their
reliance on Russian gas and oil.

Russia’s ambassador to the UK was summoned to the Foreign
Office on Tuesday morning.
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